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A RELATIVE 


IN Ast 
DIFFERENT My OF OUR LORD. 
country. | WAS BO! 





: Azutt-DONO (ina Boe 
mM TOLD THAT : t tee MOTH 
Mm TOLD Tak : WAS RAISED IN eR MOTHER 
HER, SHE WAS 4 : oN 
EVEN TAUGHT 4 
THE WAYS OF f 


THE SWORD. vs 


1a 


THE LORD WONDERED 
IF IT WASN'T THE 
BEST CHOICE FOR 

HER TO LIVE 
IN THIS FIEF... 


AND SINCE SHE'S 
A CHRISTIAN 
AS WELL, 


No, SHE’S GOING TO 
LIVE AT THE HERE!? sHe's ‘AND so 
CASTLE... TODAY, | GONNA LIVE SHE WAS 
WANTED FOR HER TO p SUMMONED 
GET ACQUAINTED HERE. 
WITH YOU ALL... 
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SOZABURO AND 
TODO SHIRO. 


ARE THE ONES 
IN CHARGE... 


NY © SO OVER THERE... 
THOSE ARE THE 


HOMES OF 
OTHER PEOPLE? 





REMNANTS OF THE 
eaceemAl | ToyoTOM! SIDE 
THE SHOGUNATE THe SvocinaTe’s APTER THE SIEGE 
IT's THE SAME WON'T LIT A Mech sHOGuNy OF OSAKA, 
AS TELLING THEM FINGER TO COUNTRY, Z RETAINERS OF 


TO VANISH. HELP THEM, DAIMYO WHO'S 


RANK WAS 


THEY GROUP 
TOGETHER, THEY 
BECOME BANDS OF 
NOBUSERI AND EVEN 
COMMIT ATROCIOUS 

IT’S THE 


CONCLUSION... 





| HAVE ONLY 
THIS AS A 
WAY TO LIVE! 


AND I KILED... 
SO MANY OF 
THOSE PEOPLE... 


THAT'S RIGHT... 
FROM THEIR POINT 
OF VIEW...THEY HAD 
NO OTHER WAY TO 

GO ON LIVING... 


YOU'VE KILLED 
A GREAT DEAL 
OF PEOPLE 
LIKE THIS, 
RIGHT, AZUMI? 


oo, 





No DaIMyO 
EXISTS WHO 


IT's EVEN UNITED THEM... 
ONE FIEF SAID THEYRE AND YET NO 
PRODUCED ECONOMICALLY REVOLTS TOOK THAT TOOK 


‘SUCH A STABLE. § t IN SEVERAL 
MIRACLE. A Rae RONIN... 


IF THIS FACT WERE TO BECOME 
| KNOWN TO SHOGUN HIDETADA, Dol 
TOSHIKATSU OR THE CABINET 
OFFICIALS... THEY WOULD CERTAINLY 
DESTROY IT IMMEDIATELY! 





OR ELSE THEY ~ IT isa secret! j} 
A SECRET! 
WOULD BE IN 4 
IMMEDIATE PERIL. | Ve SEEEECRET, 


THAT IS WHY | 
‘SUPPORT THEM 
IN SECRET! 





WELL, | SHALL 
EXCUSE MYSELF 


I'M SURE... THOSE 
FOUR SAID THAT 
THEY'RE GONNA BE AT 
THAT MANSION FOR 
TWO OR THREE 
DAYS... 


IT's BEEN SO 
LONG SINCE 
I'VE HAD OTHER 





DID YOU MAKE 


| WAS ABLE TO 
HAVE COMRADES: 
ONCE AGAIN! 





EVERYONE! I'LL BE 
THE ONE PREPAR- 
ING A FEAST FOR 
DINNER WITH ALL 
MY MIGHT, 


THE RONIN 

GROUP, OR 

AMONG THE 
COMMONERS, 


WHILE IN 
DISGUISE, 
ACTING AND 
PUTTING IN 





WERE BROUGHT TO THE 
CASTLE BY THE CHIEF Lee 
AND SUDDENLY INTRODL 
TO Te Peace more ‘s 


THAT AZUMI-DONO ARRIVED / 
HERE WITH DIFFERENT Cy (a 


b hg 


ORDERS FROM US... 





AZUMI-DONO HAS BEE! 
RECEIVING SPECIAL 
TREATMENT SINCE 
FROM THE START. 


| REFUSE. | 
DON’T CONSIDER 
YOU MY COMRADE. 


TLL PASS 
ON THAT 
FEAST, TOO. 
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AND THIS MAN 
MANAGED TO 
HIDE HIS PRESENCE 
FROM Mel? 


THAT'S NOT LIKE ME! 
| WAS SPACING OUT! 

















A LORD'S RELATIVE, 
A PRINCESS WITH NOBLE 
BLOOD, A CHRISTIAN, A 
SECRET CHILD... 


DONO, IF 
I’M NOT 
MISTAKEN 
f 





E 
§ 
g 


We 





LIVED UNTIL 
THIS POINT. 
































WHAT DID 
YOU seel? 


THE FACT YOU 
DID COME...WELL, 
IT WAS FATE... 


NOTHING HN z : SHOULD NOT 
TO BE DONE Ry — fe HAVE COME TO 
ABOUT THAT. ) : THESE LANDS, 

AZUMI. 









































































































































































































































































































































(GEUAPAIGEIRO 
SEEDSIOR 
REVO 


THE SWORD SKILLS YOU TAUGHT 
ME WERE SUPPOSED TO BE USED 
FOR THE MISSIONS TO PROTECT 
THE PEACE OF A LOT OF PEOPLE, 

AND STOPPING WARS 
FROM HAPPENING... 


TAKING AWAY 
A LOT OF 
LIVES WITH 
THIS SWORD! 
ONLY TO 
STAY ALIVE! 


shi 
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PT Heb Si: 
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DON'T LET IT 
BOTHER YOU! YOU 
HAD TO STAY ALIVE! 
DON’T WORRY ABOUT IT! 


Do your 
BEST, 
Azumi! 


WE'VE BEEN ALWAYS 
WATCHING!! DON’T 
WORRY!! YOU'RE 


AREN'T YOU TRYING 
TO CARRY OUT A 
HUGE MISSION!? 


BUT THEYRE RONIN WHO 
ALL HAD THEIR DOMAINS STOLEN 
FROM THEM! THEY DON’T 
HAVE THE MEANS TO SURVIVE 
ON THEIR OWN, AND THEYRE 
FLOODING INTO THE NATION...1 EVEN 
KILLED A LOT OF THOSE PEOPLE... 
BUT... 





OHHH! i HE DOESN'T 


FIRST TIME AS | NEED To HEAR 
I'VE SEEN SF i) YOU EXPLAIN! 


he GRAMPA KNOWS 
f 
THE ah EVERYTHING! 


OH, | WONDER 
IF THOSE RONIN 
WON'T TRY TO 
CAUSE SOME 
TROUBLE! 


| WONDER IF THEY 
WON'T STIR UO 
TROUBLE FOR THOSE 
ALREADY LIVING HERE! 


ACCEPTED MANY OF 
THESE PEOPLE AND 
THEIR FAMILIES AND 
THEY'RE LIVING IN 
THESE LANDS IN 
SECRET FROM THE 
SHOGUNATE. 


WELL, AZUMI, YOU 
MUST PROTECT 
THIS FIEF SO THAT 
IT DOESN'T GET 


THOSE DON’T 
SEEM LIKE THE 
EYES OF PEOPLE 
WILLING TO LIVE 

QUIETLY! 





IF THOSE WHO YOU 
THOUGHT TO PRO- 
TECT WOULD TRY TO 
START A WAR, WHAT 
WOULD YOU DO, 
AZUMI!? 


DON’T BE FOOLISH!! JUST 
‘ / KILLING THE RINGLEADERS 
pn te |’ WHO'RE INSTIGATING THEM 
eres ‘ WOULD TRANQUILIZE THE 
v S OTHERS. THAT'S AZUMI’S 
MISSION. AND MORE THAN 
ANYTHING, THE SHOGUNATE 
DOESN'T HAVE TO KNOW 
ABOUT IT. 


LEeT’s Go 

YOU THINK A TOCETHER. 
ne a 

MISSION IS!? , AZUMI!!! 
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THERE'S A PLACE | 
WANT TO TAKE 


YOU TO NOW, 
WHILE IT’S STILL 


DARK. COME OUT. | Hy 





THIS WAY 
THAN THE 


| WONDER IF 
YOU'LL BE ABLE 
TO KEEP UP 
WITH Me! 


LIKE YOU, 


)\ TOBIZARL! 


EVEN THOUGH 
YOU SAID WE 
WERE GOING 
TO THE COLN- 
TRY BORDERS, 


YOU'VE EVEN 
FOUND A 
SHORTCUT 





| WANNA TRY 

RACING YOU 

THROUGH THE 
VALLEY! 





WE SHOULD'VE 

BROUGHT THE 

ONES AT THE 
MANSION, 
 =TOBIZARU! 


WHAT ARE 
YOU HIDING 
IN SUCH A 





AZUMI...YOU’RE STILL 
TOO INEXPERIENCED 
WITH THE SNOW... 


TAKING SNOW 

TOO LIGHTLY 

COULD COST 
YOU YOUR 
LIFE...IT'S 
NO JOKING 


| BUILT THESE 
THINKING WHAT 
WOULD’VE 
HAPPENED IF YOU 
PUT SLEDS ON 
THE FEET. 





I'LL WAIT UP 
AHEAD! FOLLOW 
ME WHERE 
I sup! 





SHE WAS 
TOO FUNNY! 





TIME | SAW AZUMI, 
> PROUD, KEEN, 
ABLE TO SLIDE ; FRO, KEEN, 
WHATEVER SHE DOES, 
IN SUCH A STATE!! 


AROUND HOW 


HOW MUCH 
TIME WILL 
IT TAKE FOR 
HER TO GET 
HERE...? 





TOBIZARU! 
THIS IS SO 
MUCH FUN! 





WHAT YOU WANTED TO 
SHOW ME WAS THIS 
ROAD...? WHY SUCH A 

ROAD WAS BUILT UP IN 
THE MOUNTAINS...? 


YOU THE 
REASONS 


THE REST YOU CAN ONLY 
ISA ENTER AND EXIT 
SOMETHING THIS DOMAIN 
ONLYA VALLEY FROM TWO 
‘SHINOBI PLACES: THE 
COULD ENTER ONE YOU CAME 
‘s IN FROM THE 
OPPOSITE SIDE 


SO, IF AN ARMY 
INVADED THIS 
DOMAIN, IT COULD 
ONLY BE FROM THAT 
SIDE OR HERE. 





ARE THESE 
POSITIONED THINGS... 
AIMING AT 
THE ENTANCE. 


MOREOVER, 
THERE’RE 
OTHERS IN 

THE CLIFF ON 
THE OTHER 
SIDE TOO. 


I NOW MATTER 
HOW BIG THE 
mem) ARMY MAY 
BE... 


IT WOULD BE 
DESTROYED 
DUE TO THE 
ROAD 
HAVING NO 
PLACE TO 
TAKE 
REFUGE... 





ANYWAY... THEY DID 
WELL COMING THIS 
FAR WITHOUT THE 
CASTLE SAMURAI 
NOTICING ANY- 


THEY'RE CLEVERLY 

CONCEALED. THEY fF 

CAN'T BE NOTICED 
FROM DOWN THERE... 


But | Guess 
THEY'RE ON THE 
OTHER BORDER 

AS WELL... 





THANK YOU 
FOR DISC- 
OVERING 


IT’S A VERY 
WELL KEPT 
SECRET TO 
ENSURE NO 


THOSE FOUR 
WHO’VE 
INFILTRATED IN 
THE RONIN GROUP 
PROBABLY HAV- 
EN’T NOTICED 
ANYTHING YET 












































































































































































































































THEY'VE PREPARED 
TO THIS EXTENT. 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WHAT'S THE 
COMMOTION? 


OHHH! IF IT 
ISN'T AZUMI- 


THEY CAUGHT A 
‘SAMURAI FROM 
THE CASTLE 
WHO BROKE 
THE LAW! 





coy WE HE INFILTRATED AN 
WN, CANT 7 area WHERE IT WAS 
byt) AGREED THAT NO 
CASTLE SAMURAI 
COULD EVER ENTER... 


NOT ONLY RONIN, 
BUT THE COMMONERS 
AS WELL... THEYRE 











KAGARI-DONO 
HAS IMILTRATED) 
THE RONIN.... 





OHHH! SO HE'S TO TELL THE TRUTH, THIS 
A SAMURAI WHO'S SAMURAI IS...SOMEONE 
KNOWN TO YOU...?. WHO WAS REALLY KIND TO 

ME AFTER | ARRIVED IN 
THIS COUNTRY. 





wy ( 


Lo, 


IT’S JUST THAT AROUND 
THERE WAS A PLACE | 


USED TO PLAY AS A KID! HETERIOR 


morive! 


| DON'T THINK 
IT'S MUCH OF 








wus 


This whe ae pace 
PRACTICE TO 


GIVE US THE 
COURAGE FOR "THE 
PROMISED DAy*!! 














CHAPTER 3: 
THE REUINION 
WITH SHUNJIRO 








BUT JUST WHO 
ARE YOU REALLY, 








IF YOU REALLY HAVE THAT 
SOCIAL STATUS, YOU 


COULD'VE ORDERED THEM 

a TO STOP IT, RIGHT!? 
\ r A 
N\ he 
} ini. io\\ 


¥ 
WITH SUCH A HIGH 


BD _ STATUS, YOU COULDVE 
Ke2 DONE IT!_BUT YOU DIDN'T! 


E> ql 
fH >, YOU LET TSUDZURA DIE! 






















HOw COULD | 
HAVE KNOWN 


WE WON'T HAVE HIS 


SERVICE FOR HIM 
AMONG US. 




















sol 
WONDERED 
IF IT WERE 
YOU...AND 
IT REALLY 


I'D LIKE FOR YOU 
TO ACCOMPANY 
Mme! PLEASE 
MOUNT UP! 





I’M SURPRISED TOO!! 
I'D HEARD THAT 
TENKAI-SAMA HAD 
‘A CAPABLE ENVOY 
SERVING UNDER HIM 
NOW...AND WHEN | 
ARRIVED THEY SAID 
THAT HER NAME WAS 
AZUMI. 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 
g~ IN THIS LAND, 
‘SHUNJIRO-DONO 
2 


MEANS YOU 


HUNTING You roucuT Saxon J: 
\ DOWN...AND YOU OF THE YAcU ¥"# 


WON, RIGHT? 


AMAZING! 
AZUMI-SAN, YOU'RE 
TRULY A MASTER 
WITH THE SWORD! 


THE FACT THAT 
YOU'RE SAFE 





AND THINKING 
I'D NEVER LET 
HIM KILL YOU... 


| FACED SAKON ¥. 
AND HE CUT 
ME DOWN... 


THANKFULLY, 


DONO"AND, IT WASN'T A 
THE OTHERS FATAL 
FOUND ME WOUND. 








IN SUCH 


A GREAT WU 
POSITION! 


SHUNJIRO-DONO, 
WHAT SORT OF 
POSITION DO YOU 
HAVE HERE? 


IN OTHER 
WORDS I’M 
THE MINE 
ADMISTRATOR 
FOR THE 
SHOGUNATE.... 
SOMETHING 


LIKE THAT...: INVOLVING 


THIS MINE! 





IF HE DID 
THAT, A ESSENTIALLY, 
AS A POINT RATHER... THE CHIEF 
TO KEEP THE SUSPICIOUS VASSAL OF 
TOOk A RISK EXISTENCE OF FLOW OF GOLD THIS PLACE 
IN APPOINTING THIS FIEF'S (ge WOULD SHOULD 
A COMPLETE GOLD MINE 4) APPEAR. SETTLE 
STRANGER fh SECRET ACCOUNTS, 
LIke Me! FROM THE Pre S 
SHOGUNATE, 


IT MEANS TENKAI-DONO 
IMMEDIATELY SAW 
INTO YOUR HEART 
AND FOUND THAT 

YOU'RE AN AMAZING 
PERSON, SHLUNJIRO- 
DONO! 4 


IT WASN'T AT FIRST...THEY 
Easy. ENVIED ME...A GREEN- 
HORN OUTSIDER...A LOT. 





we've caine jl TRanleg THEA 
EVERYONE'S NEW REASONABLE 


WAYS OF MINING, 
TRANSPORTING AND 


YOU'RE 
HERE WITH 


HE'S NOW IN A HIMSELF 

OVERWORKED SANITORIUM A BIT TOO 
HIMSELF... ABIT OFA MUCH AND 
DISTANCE COLLAPSED. 








wR) LONG Time fe 
OX\ nosee, 













THEY MAY 
RESEMBLE 
THEM A BIT, 
BUT THEY 

AREN'T THEM. 


I'VE Just 


\ BEEN AWFULLY 
ig TIRED TODAY! 





FOR HER IN 
THE BACK! , 


















































IF IT's you, 


DAMN...1 KEEP ENDING 
UP WITH YOU 
NURSING ME... 
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Same 
eRe ANI 


_* © = = « 





a \|| TATE 

















1 HAD so 
FEELINGS OF 
INFERIORITY. 





iy A i 
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MN 
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IN THIS 
COUNTRY... 
THIS TIME! 


































































































































































































































































































































































































AZUMI! YOU'RE 
GOING TO 





















































DIE IN THESE 
LANDS! 





I'M $0 
GLAD | COULD 


MEET YOU 


AGAIN, 
AZUMI-DONO! 





BRUTALLY! ] 
“i /f 


(i yh 
Kx 4 


Mile 


Iq \t 
lm| 
\/ 


ig 
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AZUMI-SAN 
WAS THERE. 


WHAT ARE YOU 
DILLYDALLYING 
FOR THERE!? 








AZUMI 


AND 
SHUNJIRO- 





NEED YOU 
TONIGHT. 
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ARE YOU 
YES, 1AM. ALREADY. 
THANK YOU “ FEELING, 
50 MUCH, 


TLL COME AGAIN! 
MORE IMPORTANTLY, YOU'LL TAKE 


IT SLOW AND 
EASY, RIGHT? 





HE SHOULD 
IN THIS KNOW VERY 
LAND... ff _ WELL WHERE 
THOSE CANNONS 
ARE BEING MADE 


IF SHUN- 
\JIRO-DONO 
HAS THE POS|- 


ADMINISTRA- 
TOR FOR THE 
SHOGLIN- 
ATE, 

















ISN'T IT 
COLD THIS’S JUST 
HERE? FINE FOR ME. 


I'M NOT BEING A 
STRANGER. IF SHINOBI 
GOT USED TO SLEEP IN 
FUTON, IT WOULD BE 
THEIR END!! 


COME, LIE IN 
MY FUTON 
UPSTAIRS... 


IT'S FINE. 
I'VE APPLIED 
TREATMENT... 


NO, | DON’T 
LIKE ROOMS 
WITH TATAMI. 


BRING ME A 


7 STRAW MAT OR 


A STRAW SHEAF 
AND I'LL SLEEP 
WITH THAT. 





GOT ITt PLL 
BRING YOU A 
STRAW MAT... 
TOBIZARU, WHATEVER 
YOU DO, REMAIN 
HIDDEN HERE! 


IT SEEMS THEYRE 
HEADING HERE... Y 
THE ONES WHO KNOW 
| LIVE HERE ARE 
THE CASTLE 
SAMURAI... 





WE HAVE COME TO PICK 

YOU UP. PLEASE, COME 

TO THE CASTLE FOR AN 
AUDIENCE. 








THE CASTLE 
HAS BEEN 


OPENED. 





AND IT’S BEEN 
DECIDED THAT 
WE WILL BE 
LIVING HERE. 





We HAD THE LORD OF 


THIS PLACE RETIRE, 
AND DISMISSED THE 
CASTLE SAMURAI WHO 
RAISED OBJECTIONS. 


WE COULD 
ACCOMPLISH GREAT 
REFORMS QUICKLY 
AND WITHOUT ANY 
GREAT RESISTANCE 


BECAUSE IT IS THE 
WISH OF THE 
MAJORITY OF 
THE PEOPLE WHO 
LIVE IN THIS 
NATIONS 





WILL YOU 
DECIDE ON, 
AZUMI-HIME? 
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sage 
eggs 
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TAKE YOUR 
TIME BEFORE 
YOU DECIDE! 





HAHAHAHA, 
IT'S FINE! 





STILL A CHIEF VASSAL 
BEING STUBBORN WHO 
WON'T VACATE! 


OHO! THIS 
GIRL IS 





IF YOU'RE SAMURAI AS 

WELL, WHY AREN’T YOU 
STOPPING THIS INSO- 
LENCE!? KILL HIME! 


IN 
Seat THERE'S NO 
AND BEING A RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN PEOPLE 
THAT CONSISTS OF 
GIVING OR 
TAKING ORDERS 


IS HAPPENING WITH 
THE CONSENSUS OF 
THE PEOPLE, TODAY! 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, 
WHATS 





SHAT 8 Se 
Q es Hest Hin cr 
CAN'T GET 
3 NEAR THE DAUGHTER 
Le 


OF A SAMURAI 


(AH WANNA TOUCH 


A BYOOOOTIFUL. 
SAM'RAI DAUGHTAM! 


DAMN YOU! 
STop THIS! 











OO000H! 
IT'S SHZILINE- 
) Samal 


\\E YOU'VE BEEN 
| UNDERSTAND S OVERCOME BY 


YOUR FEELINGS YOUR HIGH 
o SPIRITS. 














Ly 
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ch : 




















A WOUND LIKE 
TUS PON AD 


pePointy 
tated oxceniont 
Vea toe 


FAINTEST SCAR! 


Ma” 





ML fff 7 7 


| 


‘SHIZUNE-SAMA’S WOLINDS 
VANISH OVERNIGHT 
WITHOUT EVEN A TRACE! 























FIGHTING TO 
RECAPTURE THE 
CASTLE NOW 


WOULD BE 
TOO RECKLESS! 


Nl A CAPABLE 
hae ENVOY WHO WAS 
Besibes! 





























AND HE EVEN WRITES 
TO...LEAVE EVERYTHING TO 
YOU WITHOUT JUDGING YOU 
BY APPEARANCES BECAUSE 
































EXPECT ANYTHING 
FROM AZUMI-DONO 
FROM THE VERY 
BEGINNING! 


THINGS LIKE 
THAT... 














JUST WHAT DID 


REALLY 

YOU DO AND 

HOW DO YOU = @ 
OPERATE, ® 


DIDN'T THIS 
REBELLION START 
JUST AFTER 
YOU CAME HERE!? 


COULD IT BE 
YOUR EFFORTS 
ARE HAVING 
THE OPPOSITE 
EFFECTIP 

















TAKING CARE OF THINGS 

BY KILLING THOSE EIGHT 

COMMANDERS WOULD’VE 
BEEN SIMPLE, 
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THEN... WOULD 
THAT NOT MAKE 
HIM THE LEADER 
OF THE CASTLE 
TAKEOVER? 








i} 





THE ONE WHO 
UNITED THESE 
RONIN AND ALMOST 


1) SHIZUNE-SAMMA 
IS NOT SUCH 


N7 


ies 
(Lio 


SA 


THAT BECAUSE 
OF SHIZUNE-sAMA's 
PRESENCE HERE, SUCH 
PRL A THING wouLDve 
BEEN AVOIDALBE. 
iS 





F (>) vee Tuese 
ihe Mees TRICKED AND 
UNE- UNIFIED 
Samal 


EIGHT 
MANIPULATED etl 
J THE PEOPLE 
i @ 





























ABOUT YESTERDAY... 
WERE YOU ARE OF 
Wien eee 









i 
ox 
Q 


THE COUNTRYS 
? 


DESPISED AND 

LOATHED THE 

MILITARY AS 
MUCH AS | DID? 


ABOUT THE MISSION 
YOU WERE ON $O 
MANY TIMES, AZUMI! 





JUST A Few 
WHO GET 


SACRIFICING 
OTHERS! 


AND THEN THOSE 
WITH POWER AND 
AUTHORITY HAVE 
TO COOPERATE 

WITH THE MAJORITY! 





A RipicuLous 
THING LIKE 


MY BROTHER, 
EVEN MY 


MOTHER... 





WHAT THE STRUCTURE OF AN 8 L.KePT 
IDEAL COUNTRY WOULD CONSIDERING 
LOOK Liké.. 


| FIRMLY BELIEVE IT 
CAN BE REALIZED IN 
THIS FIEF! 







t 4 ‘MAKES NO 
is : THE 
iy ALL MEN DISTINCTION Sena 
> y 2 DOCTRINED 
# S THAT SHIZUNE 


PREACHES 






































| IN OTHER WORDS, 

! IT COMPLETELY 
DENIES THE 
{ DISTINCTIONS 
‘AMONG Us! 

































































OF AN IDEAL 
LAND IS 
POSSIBLE! 


1am 
CERTAIN 
THAT THE 
BUILDING 


IN THIS FIEF, WHERE 
THAT DOCTRINE HAS 
COME TO PERMEATE 
THE HEARTS AND 
‘MINDS OF PEOPLE, 


A HOUSE TO 
BE BUILT OF 
SOMETHING 
STRONGER 
THAN MERE 
SAND... 





Ler’s BUILD IT . ‘AZUMI-SAN, 
TOGETHER IN ft PLEASE LEND ME 
THIS FIEF! 


COUNTRY HERE! 





UNITE!? TRULY, 


SHIZUNE-SAMA..? 


























SHUNJIRO, I'M 
GOING TO 


BORROW THE 
ROOM OVER 


THERE. 





CAN You 
DO IT Like 


THIS, 
WITHOUT ME 
UNDRESSING? 





ge 








wm” 
=> ly 


WARM I [f/f BAO 
Bf 


FOR INSTANCE, YOU 
ATTACHED YOUR ARM TO 
‘A DEVICE THAT LOOKS 


LIKE A KATANA WOUND IN 
‘ADVANCE...AND THEN... 


No... THERE'S NO WAY 
SOMETHING THAT 
COMPLEX COULD GO 
JUST AS PLANNED TO 


Like THE 





FOR INSTANCE, YOU 
ATTACHED YOUR ARM TO 
‘A DEVICE THAT LOOKS 


LIKE A KATANA WOUND IN 
‘ADVANCE...AND THEN... 


No... THERE'S NO WAY 
SOMETHING THAT 
COMPLEX COULD GO 
JUST AS PLANNED TO 


Like THE 





IT’S A MYSTERY 
TO ME AS WELL... 
way iT vaNisHes YE 


IN BUT A SINGLE 








Is HANDSOME 
) AND cHarmine. 


THE NOTION 
THAT HE AND 
AZUMI-SAN 


EVEN FROM A 
MAN'S VIEWPOINT, 






































| ONLY CAME TO TELL 








‘SLOWLY UNITING 
GROUPS WITH 
DIFFERENT IDEALS... 


| BELIEVE CONFLICT 
IS INEVITABLE. 








MEETING 
YOU LIKE 
THIS AGAIN... 
IT'S A MIRACLE! 
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CHAPTER 5: THE RASETSU ARRIVE 

















Bur | NEEDED 

TO BE FRANK ¢ 

WITH YOU, NO 
MATTER 





FIGURED IT OUT, 
DID YOu? YOU WERE 
JUST A COMFORT 
WOMAN TO HIM! 

















S| ep _GO THEREFORE, 
Um BACK! «= we caNNoT 
ALLOW YOU 

TO PASS. 


MAYBE WE DIDN'T THEY 


GOT HERE KNOW YET? 
TOO EARLY. 














KILL THEM! 
KILL THEM! 
KINILL THEEEM! 











PX 
w, fs WE CAME TO INFORM THE 
LAND’S BORDER GUARDS 


OF YOUR ARRIVAL. 


Se] Bur once 
i 
BA AGAIN, yOu. 








THE MEN OF 
RASETSU- 
KARASU HAVE 


Ir 


WAITING FOR |] SEEMS 
I] FROM HERE. 7. THey Were 




















THE LORD OF 
THIS FIEF AND 
HIS SAMURAI 
WERE SO 
ACCUSTOMED 
TO PEACE... 


ron 








To your OF course! 
HEARTS’ RAMPAGE 


CONTENT! AGAINE 





YOU SAY HIS 
WOUNDS FROM A 
KATANA JUST 
VANISH IN A 
‘SINGLE NIGHT 
WITHOUT A 


‘SHIZUNE-SAMA 
IS THE SON OF 


WHILE BEING 
KEPT IN THE 
DARK OF OUR 





AND SPEAKING OF HAVING 
A FOREIGN PARENT, IT 
SEEMS THE SAME IS TRUE 
FOR AZUMI-DONO. 


SHE'S A WOMAN WHO 
SEEMS TO BE A DISTANT 
RELATION TO THE LORD 
OF THESE LANDS, WHO 

RECENTLY RETURNED! 


Wh SHIZLINE-SAMA 
) HAS A RARE, 
RAVISHING 
BEAUTY, EVEN 
THOUGH HE'S A 


A IT'S SAID HIS 


FATHER WAS 
A FOREIGN 
MISSIONARY! 





WITH SKILL 
THAT CAN ONLY 
BE DESCRIBED 
AS OTHERWORDLY, 


HUNDRED OF THESE 
BANDITS! 


WHO SINGLEHANDEDLY 
ANNIHILATED A GROUP OF 
BRIGANDS OCCUPYING 
A POST TOWN! 


THESE TWO 
AZUMIS ARE 
DIFFERENT 


RUMORS OF 
A YOUNG 
GIRL NAMED 





THOSE THREE 
AREN'T COMING 
BACK TONIGHT, 


e 


DIDN'T HAVE 
ANY KNOWLEDGE 
OF YESTERDAYS 

PLAN IN ADVANCE, 
EVEN THOUGH HE 
INFILTRATED 
THE RONIN... 


EVEN THOUGH 
MOST OF THE 
POPULACE IS 
IN THE DARK ON 
THESE PLANS...IT'S 
UNNATURAL THAT 
KAGARI-DONO 





THOUGH THOSE FOUR 

. WHO INFILTRATED ARE 
DON'T TRUST YOUR COMRADES, | 
THEM CAN'T SAY IF THEY 
COMPLETELY. WERE INFLUENCED 


ANOTHER 
POSSIBILITY 
THAT THEY KNOW 
KAGARI-DONO IS 
A SPY... 


AND THEY LEFT 
HIM OUT OF 
THEIR PLANS ON 


TW Wounn’r Hatsune- 
SH] DONO AND LiTsuo- 
DONO HAVE BEEN 
\ CAPTURED AS WELL? 


CHRISTIAN 
BELIEF 
MAKES 

THE HEARTS 




















ATS 
THE FIRST 


TIME I'VE 


BEEN 
CAUGHT... 


MY LITTLE SiS 
CRIES AND 
SAYS SHE'S SO 


I'VE GOT A 
DAD...BUT HE 
BROKE HIS 
LEG IN THE 
MOUNTAINS 








AND IF | TIE 4 BEFORE,WHEN 
THEM TOGETHER: I'D RUN AWAY 


LIKE THIS, A WITH A HUGE 
THEY DON’T ¥ ! rs BAG ON 
MY BACK, 


IT'S COLD OUT 
THERE. SO 
WEAR THIS. 





Nt TELL ME YOUR 
NAME! I'LL 
GET YOU 
SOMETHING 


AZUMI-NEECHAN, 
WHEN YOU'RE TOO 
GOOD-NATURED, YOU 
MAKE A FOOL OUT 
OF YOURSELF, 





DID GACCHI COME BACK? 
NO...IT'S FROM THE 
DIRECTION OF THE 














| WANTED TO GIVE YOU A PRESENT, 
AZUMI-SAN, BUT IT TOOK UNTIL 
THIS LATE TO FINISH MAKING IT... 





IS IT REALLY 


MY FEELINGS 
FOR you! 


bg 
an 
se 
Se 





a 























W-WAS THERE 
SOMEONE 
eELSEl? 





7 TOBIZARU, 


FRIEND...OR 
PERHAPS | 
SHOULD SAY A 


TOBIZARU.... 
HE MADE THOSE 
LOUD NOISES 
INTENTIONALLY... 





(lA 
=) 


| ONLY CAME 
HERE TO GIVE 


mu 











WHY DON’T YOU 
WAIT UNTIL IT 
EASES UP A BIT, 

‘SHUNJIRO-DONO? Jf 








TAKING THIS 
usuny NO. 
WOULD BE 

INEXCUS- 








| HAVE TO 
BE DILIGENT 

IN ALL MY 
Duties! 







IMPRESSED 
TO SEE HOW 
EVERYTHING 
IS GOING 
ALONG, 
EVERYONE. 





SOMETHING 


ALL HISTORY! 


HAHA! SHUNJIRO-DONO’S 
FERVENT SPEECHES ALWAYS 
LIGHT A FLAME IN 
OUR HEARTS! 








Ks 





| WANT YOU TO. 
REMEMBER THEM 
BY THAT NAME! 


THIS LITTLE 


GIRL...IS THE 
FAMED AZUMI!? 





| IMPLORE OF 
YOU TO FORGIVE MOREOVER, THEY 
THEM AND HAVE THEIR OWN REASONING, 


HAVE PITY BUT NONE OF THEM WISH 
FOR THEIR " TO SHOW THEIR FACES. 
SITUATION. 














SHE CAN'T THE AZUMI THEY CLAIM ANNIHILATED 
POSSIBLY BE THAT GROUP OF BANDITS AT THE POST 
THIS GIRL. TOWN ALL ON HER OWNI? 





THEY 


ui > THEYRE 
eine ALL VERY THEY'VE 


BRUTAL AND & BROUGHT IN 
SEVEN MEN 

FROM THE 

OUTSIDE. 


THANKS TO 
YoU, | WAS 
ABLE TO 
MENTALLY 
PREPARE 
FOR THIS. 

J 


THERE ARE SOME WHO 
ARE SAYING THAT YOU 
BEING RELATED TO THE LORD 
18 SOMETHING OF A... 


(i 
| BLATANT LIE... 
7 Sy 














JUST LIKE 
THEY say! 
WHAT DID 


SO THAT YOU 


ON IN 


SO | CAME HERE ON ORDERS FROM 
TENKAI-SAMA TO ASSIST AND HELP 
$0 THAT NO SECRETS WERE 


LEAKED OLIT... FIEF, OBVIOUSLY, 
IT WOULD BE 
DESTROYED. 





y, MOTIVE, | FEEL | AM IN 
4 Mi, ABSOLUTELY NO POSITION 
D) 





FOR THIS 


GOAL FOR 
ALONG TIME 


GOT HERE, 
RIGHT!? 


KAGARI-DONO, 
UTSUBO-DONO, 
HATSUNE-SAN, 
YOU'VE BEEN 
WORKING 





























AZUMI WHO SLAUGHTERED 
THOSE BANDITS? 


IT COULD BE 
YOU RISKING 
INJURY OR 





UNTIL THE You gust Je 
TEST IS DONE. SITBACK (2p 
AND WATCH 
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